
James Cleveland “Jesse” Owens was an American track and field athlete that won four

gold medals and broke two world records during the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin.

He was also known as “The Buckeye Bullet.” He was born in Oakville, Alabama on

September 12, 1913 to Henry and Emma Owens. His career as an athlete began in 1928

here in Cleveland when he was in junior high. He set a Junior High School Record

when he cleared high jump of six feet and landing a leap of 22 feet and 11 ¾ inches in

long jump. 

 

Owens chose to attend The Ohio State University even though they could not offer

him a track scholarship. During his attendance of college, he worked as a night

elevator operator, a waiter, he pumped gas, worked in the library stacks, and served a

stint as a page in the Ohio Statehouse, all the while practicing and setting records in

intercollegiate track competitions.

 

Jesse Owens' story is in more than one place. There is a Sohio exhibit in the Crawford

Auto-Aviation Museum that mentions him. The gas station that he worked at during

his college years was a Sohio gas station, owned by Alonzo Wright. A photograph is

located on the label of Wright and Owens standing together a year before Owens

would win gold at the Summer Olympics in Berlin. He was 22 at the time. In the

Cleveland Starts Here® exhibit, Jesse Owens is mentioned in the sports history section

and in Faces of Cleveland. 
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