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G a r r e t t  M o r g a n :  S a f e t y  H o o d

B L A C K  H I S T O R Y  M O N T H

On July 25, 1916, Morgan made national news for using a gas mask he had invented to

rescue several men trapped during an explosion in an underground tunnel beneath Lake

Erie. After the rescue, Morgan's company received requests from fire departments around

the country who wished to purchase the new masks. The Morgan gas mask was later

refined for use by U.S. Army during World War I. In 1921, Morgan was awarded a patent for

a Safety Hood and Smoke Protector. 

 

Two years later, a refined model of his early gas mask won a gold medal at the

International Exposition of Sanitation and Safety, and another gold medal from the

International Association of Fire Chiefs.

 

Garrett Morgan was constantly experimenting to develop new concepts. Though the

safety hood and his traffic signal came at the height of his career and became some of

his most renowned inventions, they were just two of several innovations he developed,

manufactured and sold over the years. Morgan invented a zig-zag stitching attachment

for manually operated sewing machine. He also founded a company that made personal

grooming products, such as hair dying ointments and the curved-tooth pressing comb.
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F o r  K i d s !
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