
The Journey to America 
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This is a wood engraving that shows victims of the Irish Potato Famine immigrating to North 
America on a ship around 1890. Below deck in steerage, passengers endured cramped and filthy 

conditions. The journey could last anywhere from 6 weeks to 2 months. Many of these ships were 
never cleaned below deck. Many individuals became ill and had to remain in their bunks the 

entire journey.  



Cramped Quarters 

This is a picture of immigrants on a ship headed to America. What do you think it might 
have been like to travel with all of these people?  


