
 

 

Region 3 History Day 
2016 Contest Results 
 

CLEVELAND HISTORY CENTER 

Case Western Reserve University 
 

Paper – Junior Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: A Violent Encounter: Cleveland's Hough Riots 
Student: Jane Nilson 
Teacher: Connie Miller, Birchwood School 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: Suffocation of an Artery: the Cleveland Clinic’s Contributions to Present-Day 
Treatment of Coronary Artery Disease 
Student: Ella Kazazic 
Teacher: Jessica Smith, Menlo Park Academy 
 

Third 
Place: 

 

Title: Humility and Reverence- Robert A. Milliken's Exploration Exchange and Encounters 
with Scientific Misconduct and the Elementary Charge  
Student: Asher Cipinko 
Teacher: Alison Smith, Langston Middle School 

 

Paper – Senior Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: Don’t Tread on Me: An Analysis of the Fateful Encounter between the Millennialist 
Branch Davidians and the Federal Government 
Student: Jonathan Suna  
Teacher: Tim Mitchell, Shaker Heights High School 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: Black Power, Black Panthers: Blacklisted 
Student: Ose Arheghan 
Teacher: Tim Mitchell, Shaker Heights High School 
 

Third 
Place: 

 

Title: Espionage in the United States in the Cold War 
Student: Maya Gulani 
Teacher: Sarah Davis, Shaker Heights High School 

 

Website – Junior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: The Original Tycoon: John D. Rockefeller's Exploration into Bigger and Better 
Business 
Students: Shruthi Ravichandran 
Teacher: Joseph Parrino, Birchwood School 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: Nelson Mandela: Encounters That Put South Africa Together Peace by Peace 
Students: Asim Shakur-Duvall 
Teacher: Connie Miller, Birchwood School 
 

Third 
Place: 

 

Title: The United Nations: Encounters Leading to a Peaceful Exchange 
Students: Zuha Jaffar 
Teacher: Joseph Parrino, Birchwood School 



 

 

 

Website – Senior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: Ohio Penitentiary Fire 
Students: Elizabeth Coulter 
Teacher: David Ressler & Steve Fuchs, Lutheran West High School 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: Lillian D. Wald: Explorer of Public Health Nursing 
Students: Francesca Savona 
Teacher: Diane Visgak, Magnificat 
 

Third 
Place: 

 

Title: DRAKE'S OIL DISCOVERY: AN ILLUMINATING IDEA 
Students: Joseph Luntz 
Teacher: Sarah Davis, Shaker Heights High School 

 

Website – Junior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: The San Francisco Earthquake and Fire: Encountering Disaster, Exploring Solutions 
Students: Alia Baig, Jocelyn Chin 
Teacher: Connie Miller, Birchwood School 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: The Cuban Missile Crisis: A Tense and Threatening Encounter 
Students: Alex Day, Terek Nukta 
Teacher: Joseph Parrino, Birchwood School 
 

Third 
Place: 

 

Title: Before the Bomb: The Exploration That Developed Nuclear Physics 
Students: Kabir Gulati, Thomas Gorenc 
Teacher: Connie Miller, Birchwood School 

 

Website – Senior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: "An indelible impression": Exchanging the Melody of Peace During Oberlin's Choral 
Encounter with the Soviet Union 
Students: Hannah Cipinko, Jullion Fenderson, Christopher Schroth 
Teacher: Donna Shurr, Oberlin High School 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: Ideas Exchanged During the Vietnam War Protests 
Students: Natalie Friel, Sophia Levinson 
Teacher: Timothy Connell, Laurel School 
 

Third 
Place: 
 

Title: Silence=Death: ACT UP and the AIDS Crisis 
Students: Sarah Grube, Jocelyn Ting 
Teacher: Sarah Davis, Shaker Heights High School 

 

Performance – Junior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: Domestic Servitude: a New Form of Slavery  
Students: Olivia Wenzel 
Teacher: Jessica Smith, Menlo Park Academy 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: Living Museum: Sarah Rosetta Wakeman 
Students: Ashley Rasch 
Teacher: Amy Kenski, Holy Family  
 

Third 
Place: 

 

Title: Living Museum: Paul Revere 
Students: Max Ross 
Teacher: Amy Kenski, Holy Family 

 



 

 

Performance – Senior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: Fanny Kemble's Encounter with Slavery: The Story of America's Most Unlikely 
Abolitionist 
Students: Stephanie Michalek 
Teacher: Michael Demchak, Christian Community School 
 

Second 
Place: 
 

Title: Election of the Century 
Students: Brian Ford 
Teacher: Sarah Davis, Shaker Heights High School 
 

Third 
Place: 
 

Title: JFK's Challenge to Put a Man on the Moon 
Student: Wilder Geier 
Teacher: Sarah Davis, Shaker Heights High School 

 

Performance – Junior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: Changing the Game: Exploring Women's Rights to Education and Athletics with Title 
IX  
Students: Isabella Issa, Sophia Vlastaris, Nadia Ibrahim 
Teacher: Joseph Parrino, Birchwood School 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: A "Hell raiser's Fight for Children: Mother Jones's Exploration of Aggressive Advocacy 
Students: Channin McNaughton, Aasma Cozart 
Teacher: Connie Miller, Birchwood School 
 

Third 
Place: 

 

Title: Discovering the Blueprint of Life 
Students: Hunter Caraballo, Timothy Dang 
Teacher: Jessica Smith, Menlo Park Academy 

 

Performance – Senior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: The Imaginary Line: The Grimke Sisters in the Public Sphere 
Students: Ruby Gibson, Anna Walker 
Teacher: Tim Mitchell, Shaker Heights High School 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: A War Civil Only in Music: An Exploration of the Effects Music Had on the Morale of 
Soldiers 
Students: Emma Ponitz, Tessa Shlonsky, Abigail Aronoff 
Teacher: Tim Mitchell, Shaker Heights High School 
 

Third 
Place: 

 

Title: My Dearest Friend: The Life and Correspondence of Abigail and John Adams 
Students: Hannah Kornblut, Alexa Jankowsky, Hannah Kornblut, Caroline Walsh 
Teacher: Tim Mitchell, Shaker Heights High School 

 

Documentary – Junior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: Britain's Hidden Success in Cracking Germany's "Unbreakable" Code 
Students: Tejal Pendekanti 
Teacher: Connie Miller, Birchwood School 
 

Second 
Place:  
 

Title: George Crile: Exploring Surgery and Modernizing Hospital Care with the Cleveland 
Clinic 
Students: Haadia Janjua  
Teacher: Joseph Parrino, Birchwood School 
 

Third 
Place:  
 

Title: Amelia Earhart 
Students: Sarah Lamantia 
Teacher: Heidi Grunenberg, Kirtland Middle School 



 

 

 
Documentary – Senior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: "Hope Will Never Be Silent": The Story of Harvey Milk 
Students: Caitlin Cullina 
Teacher: Tim Mitchell, Shaker Heights High School 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: Stranger Within Our Gates: Japanese Internment 
Students: Julia Shin 
Teacher: Tim Mitchell, Shaker Heights High School 
 

Third 
Place: 
 

Title: Nellie Bly: Front-Page Reports on Asylum Life 
Students: Maggie Spielman 
Teacher: Joseph Konopinski, Shaker Heights High School 

 
Documentary – Junior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: Harvey Cushing - Cutting Edge Explorer of the Brain 
Students: Steven Sun, Jake Wei 
Teacher: Connie Miller, Birchwood School 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: Exploring the Challenger Explosion 
Students: Paul Abou Haidar, Siddharth Amirneni, Praveen Kumar 
Teacher: Connie Miller, Birchwood School 
 

Third 
Place: 

 

Title: Jane Goodall: Encounter with Chimpanzees 
Students: Sylvie Prause, Morgan Fowler, Saskia River, Grace Geier 
Teacher: David Saluga, Shaker Heights Middle School 

 
Documentary – Senior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: Exchanges on the Stage: The Ballet Battle for Supremacy 
Students: Hana Flamm, Emily Montenegro 
Teacher: Tim Mitchell, Shaker Heights High School 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: Warner and Swasey Observatory  
Students: Evan Brown, Patrick Krohmer 
Teacher: David Ressler & Steve Fuchs, Lutheran West High School 
 

Third 
Place: 

 

Title: Desperate for Drink: The Revolution in Culture and Crime During the Prohibition 
Students: Honor Zetzer, Yasmine Kayali, Madison Hart 
Teacher: Joseph Konopinski, Shaker Heights High School 
 

Honorable 
Mention: 

Title: FDRs Fireside Chats 
Students: Natalie Korach, Allison Stewart, Meredith Frothingham 
Teacher: Tim Mitchell, Shaker Heights High School 

 

Exhibit – Junior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: Exploring the Space Race: USA Encounters the Soviet Challenge for Space 
Students: Jacob Gibson  
Teacher: Frank O’Grady, Rocky River Middle School 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: "Leonardo da Vinci: Impressions of a Renaissance Genius"  
Students: Serena Ramsammy 
Teacher: Robin Lashley, Middleburg Heights Junior High School 
 
 



 

 

Third 
Place: 
 

Title: Galileo Galilei 
Students: Thomas Crowe 
Teacher: Judith Darus, St Barnabas Elementary School 
 

Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Title: Ben Carson's Exploration of Neurosurgery 
Students: Suzanna Kress 
Teacher: Sherry Farley, St Barnabas Elementary School 

 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Title: Neil Armstrong 
Students: Mya Mammana 
Teacher: Judith Darus, St Barnabas Elementary School 

 

Exhibit – Senior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: Florence Nightingale: "Pioneer of Modern Nursing" 
Students: Gabrielle Byler 
Teacher: Michael Demchak, Christian Community School 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: Fire on a River, Spark for a Movement: The Cuyahoga River Fire of 1969 
Students: Emma Neil 
Teacher: Tim Mitchell, Shaker Heights High School 
 

Third 
Place: 
 

Title: 37 Voices and 1 Speech: Challenging the Law Through the Oberlin-Wellington 
Rescue 
Students: Emily Reebel 
Teacher: Michael Demchak, Christian Community School 
 

Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Title: Dietrich Bonhoeffer: A Life of Compassionate Insurgency 
Students: Maeve Wysocki 
Teacher: Michael Demchak, Christian Community School 

 
Honorable 
Mention: 

Title: Spanish Flu of 1918 
Students: Margaret Dant 
Teacher: Joseph Konopinski, Shaker Heights High School 
 

 

Exhibit – Junior Group Division  
First 
Place:  

 

Title: Cleveland Rocks! 
Students: Katey Fritz, Katie Munro 
Teacher: Jessica Smith, Menlo Park Academy 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: Jonas Salk's Encounter with the Poliovirus: A Shot in the Arm for Public Health 
Students: Carson Carrell, Kenton Carrell, Christopher Speelman, Brian Sebastian 
Teacher: Judith Darus, St Barnabas Elementary School 
 

Third 
Place: 
 

Title: Kamikaze Divine Wind 
Students: Danny Botek, Dylan Stefan 
Teacher: Carmel Fantelli, Gilmour Academy 
 

Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Title: An Old Enemy Becomes New - World War I's Deadliest Killer  
Students: Spandana Amirneni, Abeedah Hassan 
Teacher: Connie Miller, Birchwood School 
 

Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Title: Eleanor Roosevelt: Exploring Civil Rights 
Students: Alyssa Donaghue, Kyra Dossa, Abigail Reardon 
Teacher: Sherry Farley, St Barnabas Elementary School 



 

 

 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Title: Anne Frank  
Students: Julia Coleman, Nina Difranco 
Teacher: Heidi Grunenberg, Kirtland Middle School  
 

Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Title: Apollo 13: A Successful Failure 
Students: Connor Butler, Mark Serdinak 
Teacher: Judith Darus, St Barnabas Elementary School 

 

Exhibit – Senior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Title: Walt Disney Goes To War: Disney Studios Encounters WWII 
Students: Sarah Brunot, Laura Peterjohn, Emily Boardman  
Teacher: Joseph Konopinski, Shaker Heights High School 
 

Second 
Place: 

 

Title: The Oklahoma City Bombing: A Devastating Encounter with Homegrown Terrorism  
Students: Mattie Conley, Marjorie Shaw 
Teacher: Tim Mitchell, Shaker Heights High School 
 

Third 
Place: 
 

Title: Eleanor Roosevelt's My Day 
Students: Maddy Suna, Eunice Min, Katherine Campanelli 
Teacher: Sarah Davis, Shaker Heights High School 
 

Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Title: The East Ohio Gas Company Explosion of 1944 
Students: Meghan Heimann, Maddie Detullio, Leah Kucharski 
Teacher: David Ressler & Steve Fuchs, Lutheran West High School 
 

Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Title: David Livingstone: The Accidental Abolitionist that Saved Millions 
Students: Dean Alan Klunzinger, Emma Johnson, Anna Bennett 
Teacher: Michael Demchak, Christian Community School 
 

Honorable 
Mention: 
 

Title: Cleveland Torso Murders 
Students: Michael Berghaus, Christian Capretta, Brett Mather, Nate Upole, Rory 
Zakareckis 
Teacher: David Ressler & Steve Fuchs, Lutheran West High School 
 

Honorable 
Mention: 
 

Title: Shikata Ga Nai-Grit Your Teeth and Bear It: The WWII Exchange of Japanese 
Americans 
Students: Jason Suh, Sophia Solganik 
Teacher: Joseph Konopinski, Shaker Heights High School 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

SPECIAL PRIZES 
 
Teaching Cleveland Digital 
Teaching Cleveland Documentary Award 
 
Title: Warner and Swasey Observatory 
Category: Senior Group Documentary 
Students: Evan Brown, Patrick Krohmer 
Teacher: David Ressler & Steve Fuchs, Lutheran West High School 

 
Teaching Cleveland Digital 
Teaching Cleveland Website Award 
Title: Viktor Schreckengost: The Exchange of Art with The Everyday 
Category: Senior Individual Website 
Students: Grace Lougheed 
Teacher: Sarah Davis, Shaker Heights High School 
 
Friends of the Maltz Museum 
Special Prize for Jewish History 

Title: Anne Frank 
Category: Junior Group Exhibit 
Students: Julia Coleman, Nina Difranco 
Teacher: Heidi Grunenberg, Kirtland Middle School 
 
Title: The Integration of Shaker Heights, Ohio 
Category: Senior Paper 
Students: Anna Sternberg 
Teacher: Joseph Konopinski, Shaker Heights High School 
 
Title: American View of Jewish Immigration and the Holocaust 
Category: Senior Group Documentary 
Students: Kaitlyn Gocan, Lia Coyle, Alli Spivak, Alexi Campbell 
Teacher: Timothy Connell, Laurel School 
 
Title: Exploring the Holocaust - Encounter with Hitler’s Final Solution 
Category: Junior Group Exhibit 
Students: Eric Combes, Mahdi Salti, Kevin Quinn 
Teacher: Frank O’Grady, Rocky River Middle School  
 

Cleveland Grays Armory Museum 
Special Prize for Military History 
 
Title: Stranger Within Our Gates: Japanese Internment  
Category: Senior Individual Documentary 
Students: Julia Shin 
Teacher: Tim Mitchell, Shaker Heights High School 
 
Title: Evolution of Warfare 
Category: Junior Individual Documentary 
Students: Liam Kessler 
Teacher: Heidi Grunenberg, Kirtland Middle School 
 



 

 

 
Title: 37 Voices and 1 Speech: Challenging the Law Through the Oberlin-Wellington Rescue 
Category: Senior Individual Exhibit 
Students: Emily Reebel 
Teacher: Michael Demchak, Christian Community School 

 
Title: Animals That Went to War 
Category: Junior Individual Exhibit 
Students: Aubrey Schrimsher 
Teacher: Carmel Fantelli, Gilmour Academy 
 
Title: The Cuban Missile Crisis: A Tense and Threatening Encounter 
Category: Junior Group Website 
Students: Alex Day, Terek Nukta 
Teacher: Joseph Parrino, Birchwood School 
 
Title: A War Civil Only in Music: An Exploration of the Effects Music Had on the Morale of Soldiers 
Category: Senior Group Performance 
Students: Emma Ponitz, Tessa Shlonsky, Abigail Aronoff 
Teacher: Tim Mitchell, Shaker Heights High School 
 
Title: Espionage in the United States in the Cold War 
Category: Senior Paper 
Students: Maya Gulani 
Teacher: Sarah Davis, Shaker Heights High School 
 

The Americanism Award 
Western Reserve Historical Society Sons of the American Revolution 
 
First Place:  

 

 
Title: Exploring the American Revolution: Encounter with Independence 
Category: Senior Group Exhibit 
Students: Colin Walsh, Alex Rowley 
Teacher: Frank O’Grady, Rocky River High School 
 

Second Place: 
 

Title: Exploring Alexander Hamilton: His Encounters with The Founding Fathers 
and Exchange of Ideas 
Category: Senior Group Exhibit 
Students: Ali Brugh, Aleksandra Dunjic, Ella Mathewson, Oliva Loparo 
Teacher: Frank O’Grady, Rocky River High School 

 
Oberlin Heritage Center 
Hubbard Prize 
 
Title: An indelible impression: Exchanging the Melody of Peace During Oberlin's Choral Encounter with 
the Soviet Union 
Category: Senior Group Website 
Students: Hannah Cipinko, Jullion Fenderson, Christopher Schroth 
Teacher: Donna Shurr, Oberlin High School 
 

Case Western Reserve University History Associates 
David Van Tassel Teacher Award 

 
Frank O’Grady, Rocky River High School and Rocky River Middle School 
 



 

 

Early Settlers Association of the Western Reserve 
Early Settlers Association Awards 
 
Title: An indelible impression: Exchanging the Melody of Peace During Oberlin's Choral Encounter with 
the Soviet Union 
Category: Senior Group Website 
Students: Hannah Cipinko, Jullion Fenderson, Christopher Schroth 
Teacher: Donna Shurr, Oberlin High School 
 
Title: Viktor Schreckengost: The Exchange of Art with The Everyday 
Category: Senior Individual Website 
Students: Grace Lougheed 
Teacher: Sarah Davis, Shaker Heights High School 
 
Title: John D. Rockefeller: the Mastermind Behind the Oil Monopoly 
Category: Junior Group Website 
Students: Thomas Domanick, Shaun Domanick 
Teacher: Judith Darus, St Barnabas Elementary School 
 
Title: Alexander Winton: Explorer of the Automobile's Potential 
Category: Junior Individual Website 
Students: Rishav Roy 
Teacher: Joseph Parrino, Birchwood School 
 
Title: Hudson Ohio: A Path to the North 
Category: Junior Individual Website 
Students: Amanda Bogus 
Teacher: Judith Darus, St Barnabas Elementary School 
 
Title: The Original Tycoon: John D. Rockefeller's Exploration into Bigger and Better Business 
Category: Junior Individual Website 
Students: Shruthi Ravichandran 
Teacher: Joseph Parrino, Birchwood School 
 
Title: Cleveland Clinic - 95 Years of Medical Exploration 
Category: Junior Individual Website 
Students: Joyce Liang 
Teacher: Connie Miller, Birchwood School 
 
Title: The Integration of Shaker Heights, Ohio 
Category: Senior Paper 
Students: Anna Sternberg 
Teacher: Joseph Konopinski, Shaker Heights High School 
 
Title: A Violent Encounter: Cleveland's Hough Riots 
Category: Junior Paper 
Students: Jane Nilson 
Teacher: Connie Miller, Birchwood School 
 
Title: Winton the Pioneer 
Category: Junior Paper 
Students: Vincent Lin 
Teacher: Jessica Smith, Menlo Park Academy 
 
 



 

 

Title: Suffocation of an Artery: the Cleveland Clinic’s Contributions to Present-Day Treatment of Coronary 
Artery Disease 
Category: Junior Paper 
Student: Ella Kazazic 
Teacher: Jessica Smith, Menlo Park Academy 
 
Title: Warner and Swasey Observatory  
Category: Senior Group Documentary 
Students: Evan Brown, Patrick Krohmer 
Teacher: David Ressler & Steve Fuchs, Lutheran West High School 
 
Title: Larry Doby: Encountering the Color Barrier in the American League 
Category: Junior Individual Documentary 
Students: Karim Khaled 
Teacher: Joseph Parrino, Birchwood School 
 
Title: The Cleveland Clinic: A New World of Medicine 
Category: Junior Group Documentary 
Students: Emily Lynch, Samantha Major 
Teacher: Jessica Smith, Menlo Park Academy 
 
Title: The Underground Railroad of the Western Reserve 
Category: Senior Group Exhibit 
Students: Carleen Ellerbruch, Valerie Schneider 
Teacher: David Ressler & Steve Fuchs, Lutheran West High School 
 
Title: Four Dead in Ohio: Exploring the Kent State Shootings 
Category: Senior Group Exhibit 
Students: Sydney Allen, Sydney Rademaker, Jenna Baca 
Teacher: Frank O’Grady, Rocky River High School 
 
Title: Cleveland Torso Murders 
Category: Senior Group Exhibit 
Students: Michael Berghaus, Christian Capretta, Brett Mather, Nate Upole, Rory Zakareckis 
Teacher: David Ressler & Steve Fuchs, Lutheran West High School 
 
Title: Fire on a River, Spark for a Movement: The Cuyahoga River Fire of 1969 
Category: Senior Individual Exhibit 
Students: Emma Neil 
Teacher: Tim Mitchell, Shaker Heights High School 
 
Title: Exploring Alan Freed and the Roots of Rock 'N Roll 
Category: Senior Individual Exhibit 
Students: Charlotte Weixel 
Teacher: Frank O’Grady, Rocky River High School 
 
Title: The East Ohio Gas Company Explosion of 1944 
Category: Senior Group Exhibit 
Students: Meghan Heimann, Maddie Detullio, Leah Kucharski 
Teacher: David Ressler & Steve Fuchs, Lutheran West High School 
 
Title: The Ohio and Erie Canal: Connecting the Frontier to the Nation and World 
Category: Junior Group Exhibit 
Students: Juliana Grobelny, Katie Ziegler 
Teacher: Judith Darus, St Barnabas Elementary School 
 



 

 

Title: Anna Julia Cooper 
Category: Senior Paper 
Students: Lucy Cipinko 
Teacher: Donna Shurr, Oberlin High School 

 
Baseball Heritage Museum 
Baseball Heritage Museum Prize 

 
Title: Moe Berg: An International Man of Mystery 
Category: Senior Individual Documentary 
Students: Jacob Good 
Teacher: Sarah Davis, Shaker Heights High School 
 
 

Shaker Historical Society 
The Shaker Historical Society Award 

 
Title: Mary Wollstonecraft: A Pioneer of Feminist Philosophy 
Category: Senior Paper 
Students: Lauren Zipp 
Teacher: Ela Winkler, Beaumont School 
 
 
 


