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Paper – Junior Division 
First 
Place:  

 

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire of 1911: A Tagic Turning Point Sparks Needed 
Workplace Reforms 
Prathna Kumar 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Jonas Salk and the Polio Vaccine: A Turning Point Against a Devastating Disease 
Haley Yahraus 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

So You Think I’m Crazy: Nelly Bly and the Blackwells Insane Asylum 
Angela Mavrich 
Langston Middle School – Allison Smith 

 
 
 

Paper – Senior Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Reed v. Rhodes: The Radical Step Toward Desegregation and Its Impact on the Cleveland 
Municipal School District 
Taylor Butze 
Shaker Heights High School – Terrence Pollack 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

The First Nixon – Kennedy Debate: How Media Affects Presidential Elections Today 
Narayan Sundaravajan 
Shaker Heights High School – Terrence Pollack 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

Little Rock Nine: Desegregation of Education 
Gabrielle Rose 
Shaker Heights High School – David Perchinske 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Website – Junior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Cracking the Enigma Code: Turning Defeat into Victory in the Battle of the Atlantic 
Vinayak Kurup 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

The Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire: A Turning Point in Fire Safety 
Maryum Air 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

The Camp David Accords: A Turning Point in U.S. Foreign Policy 
Dhweeja Dasarathy  
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
 

Website – Senior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

The Emancipation Proclamation of College Basketball 
David Shakno 
Shaker Heights High School – David Perchinske 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

The New Deal: Rewriting the Relationship Between a Government and Its People 
Alan Luntz 
Shaker Heights High School – Elizabeth Plautz 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

On the Brink of Disunion: The Election of 1860 
John Vodrey 
Shaker Heights High School – David Perchinske 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Website – Junior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

The Battle of Midway: An Unexpected Turning Point 
John Hessler, Ammar Lone 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

The Battle of Britain: Turning Back the Nazi Advance 
Michael Tsou, Adam Issa 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

The AK-47: Mikhail Kalashnikov, His AK-47, and How It Changed The World 
Luke Jefferson, Philip O’Dell, Michael Le 
St. Barnabas School 
Nancy Muir 

 
 

 
 

Website – Senior Group Division 
First Place:  

 
From Pulpit to Protest: Ohio’s Lane Rebels 
Abby White, Marcia Brown 
Shaker Heights High School  
Terrence Pollack 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

The Iranian Hostage Crisis: A Nation Held Captive 
Nick Adamson, Matthew Podl, Ben Goodman, Emmett Sweeney 
Shaker Heights High School 
Elizabeth Plautz 

 
Third Place: 

 
The Election of Carl Stokes: A Turning Point in the Long Road Toward Overturning Racial 
Barriers 
Joan Colleran, Katelyn Vlastaris 
Laurel School 
Timothy Connell 

 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

The Silent Gesture 
Rae Conlon, Phoebe Potiker 
Shaker Heights High School 
David Perchinske 

 
 



 

 

Performance – Junior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

The Underground Railroad in Ripley, Ohio: A Turning Point in the Lives of Thousands of 
Slaves 
Maya Farhat 
Birchwood School 
Connie Miller 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Come and Take It: The Importance, Sacrifice and Events of the Texas Revolution 
Max Ciccarello 
Ford Middle School 
Jinnifer Roach 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

Margaret Sanger and the Beginnings of Planned Parenthood 
Megan Lewis 
Shaker Heights Middle School 
Michael Sears 

 
 
 

Performance – Senior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

The Pill: Putting Women in Control, a Turning Point in History 
Lucy Richman 
Shaker Heights High School 
Terrence Pollack 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Performance – Junior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

How September 11
th
, 2001 Changed the World 

Matthew Brelsak, Sam Janas, Kirk Braner 
Kirtland Middle School 
Heidi Grunenberg 

 
 
 
 

Performance – Senior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Reed v. Reed: The Pivotal Catalyst to Legal Equality for Women 
Lea Kayali, Noa Shapiro-Franklin, Sarah Marks 
Shaker Heights High School 
David Perchinske 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

The Grimke Sisters: Turning the World Upside Down 
Alexis McGillivray, Sarah Becker 
Christian Community School 
Michael Demchak 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

The Berlin Wall and German Reunification 
Conor Matthews, Eliza Sindelar 
Shaker Heights High School 
Sarah Davis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Documentary – Junior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

The Pure Food and Drug Act of 1906: A Long-Lasting Turning Point in the Safety of 
America’s Food and Drugs 
Pheby Liu 
Birchwood School 
Connie Miller 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

The Beatles: A Musical Landmark 
Sophia DiPierro 
Gilmour Academy 
Carmel Fantelli 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

Open Spaces 
Annamarie Martin 
Gilmour Academy 
Carmel Fantelli 

 
 

Documentary – Senior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

The Ford Assembly Line 
Zachary Reizes 
Shaker Heights High School 
David Perchinske 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

“Workers of the World, Unite!”: The Communist League 
David Schwartz 
Christian Community School 
Michael Demchak 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

May 1968: Lighting the Way for Reform 
Caroline Diederich 
Shaker Heights High School 
Sarah Davis 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Documentary – Junior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Flipping the Switch to Power and Change – Edison’s Pearl Street Power Station 
Alicia Boone, Anna Bennett 
Christian Community School 
Michael Demchak 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

The Wright Brothers: Opening the Age of Powered Flight 
William Liu, Jack Brancatelli, Amir Issa 
Birchwood School 
Connie Miller 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

Steve Jobs and Apple: A Technological Revolution 
Brennan Komos, Joshua Bennett, Steven Walko 
St. Barnabas 
Nancy Muir 

 
 
 

Documentary – Senior Group Division 
First Place:  

 
The 1912 Ohio Constitution Convention: Turning the Page on a New Centrury 
Jack Babet, Thaddeus Barnette 
Christian Community School 
Michael Demchak 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

The Beginning of the End: Gorbachev’s Rebirth of Political Philosophy 
Lizabeth Weingart, Hannah Harris 
Shaker Heights High School 
Sarah Davis 

 
Third Place: 

 
9/11 and the Patriot Act: The Fine Line Between Security and Freedom 
Madeline Hertz, Isabel Haber, Isabel Rothman, Caroline Creed 
Shaker Heights High School 
Terrence Pollack 

 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Prohibition and the Prime Time of Organized Crime 
Isabel Kalafatis, Hannah Heverling 
Shaker Highs High School 
Terrance Pollack  

 
 



 

 

Exhibit – Junior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

The Impact of the Ohio and Erie Canal 
Mike Dick 
St. Barnabas 
Judith Darus 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Coaxial Cable 
Elizabeth Espenschied 
Gilmour Academy 
Carmel Fantelli 

 
Third 
Place: 
 

A Fiery Reform 
Tarini Singh 
Ford Middle School 
Robin Lashley 

 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

The Little Rock Nine – Forging a Path to Integration 
Gabi Byler 
Christian Community School 
Michael Demchak 

 
Second 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Transistors: Building Blocks of Modern Electronics 
Abigail Bartlett 
Gilmour Academy 
Carmel Fantelli 

 
Third 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Jackie Robinson: Turning a Diamond into a Dream 
Dan Liszka 
St. Barnabas 
Nancy Muir 

 
Fourth 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

The San Francisco Earthquake and Fire of 1906: A Turning Point in City Planning 
Megan Porter 
Birchwood School 
Connie Miller 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Exhibit – Senior Individual Division 
First Place:  

 
Hully Gee!: Mythical Realism and the Yellow Press 
Cherie Lo 
Shaker Heights High School 
Terrence Pollack 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

United Under a Crystal Roof: The Great Exhibition of 1851 
Tyler Krantz 
Shaker Heights High School 
Sarah Davis 

 
Third Place: 
 

Dr. Jenner and the Speckled Monster: Waging War Against Disease 
Devin Boss 
Christian Community School 
Michael Demchak 

 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Vulcanized Rubber 
Nate Hull 
Christian Community School 
Michael Demchak 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Exhibit – Junior Group Division  
First 
Place:  

 

The Larry Doby Story: Striking Out Segregatioin 
Daniel Noe, Camden Pace, Michael Walko 
St. Barnabas 
Nancy Muir 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Two Peoples, One Land: The First Arab-Israeli War 
Sam Katz, Watson Moore, Brian Johnson 
Shaker Heights Middle School 
Elizabeth Plautz, Michael Sears 

 
Third 
Place: 
 

Splitting the Line ... A Turning Point in Time 
Brielle Forgues and Abbey Szunyog 
Christian Community School 
Michael Demchak 

 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

My Lai: Transforming the American Public’s View of the Vietnam War 
Jacob Maury, Franklin Potiker, Ryan Duffet 
Shaker Heights Middle School 
Michael Sears 

 
Second 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

37 Words that Changed Everything 
Tyler Clark, Ryan Coan, Jack Habe 
Gilmour Academy 
Carmel Fantelli 

 
Third 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin: The Book That Divided Our Country in Half 
Jenna Zielinski, Danielle Shirk 
St. Barnabas 
Nancy Muir 

 
Fourth 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

The Cuban Missile Crisis 
James Garchar, Aiden Grass, Max Nixon 
Litchfield Middle School 
Mary Blumberg 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Exhibit – Senior Group Division 
First Place:  

 
The Civil War Exposed: How Photography Changed American Society 
Maeve Scully, Ilana Sadholz, Bonnie Sutherland 
Shaker Heights High School 
David Perchinske 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Oberlin College: Opening the Doors to Equality 
Emily Doane, Rebecca Willis, Makayla Varisco 
Christian Community School 
Michael Demchak 

 
Third Place: 
 

Raiding Harpers Ferry: A Turning Point in Antebellum Relations Between the North and 
the South 
James Caffery, Kevin Lin, Kyle Whitlatch 
Shaker Heights High School 
Elizabeth Plautz 

 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Nixon vs. The Media: A Turning Point in History 
Browning Haynes, Audrey Anderle 
Shaker Heights High School 

 
Second 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Alice Hamilton 
Alex Cullina, Joseph Bell 
Shaker Heights High School 
Elizabeth Plautz 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


