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2014 Contest Results 
 

 
 

Western Reserve Historical Society 
 

Case Western Reserve University 
 

Paper – Junior Division 
First 
Place:  

 

When Doctors “Shoot First and Apologize Later”—How Barbara Seaman Fixed the Birth   
          Control Pill and Women’s Healthcare 
Lucy Cipinko 
Independent Entry 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

The Fight for the 19
th
 Amendment:  Women Taking Responsibility for Their Rights 

Nora Cavanaugh 
Langston Middle School – Alison Smith 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

The Colorado River:  Big Red Running on Empty—The Saga of the Fight for Water Rights 
Caroline Vlastaris 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
 

Paper – Senior Division 
First 
Place:  

 

The Boundaries of Brotherhood:  Fraternite and the Dreyfus Affair 
Abby White 
Shaker Heights High School – Cara Gadel 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

The Long and Bumpy Road to Racial Equality:  The Freedom Rides of 1961 
Abby Connell 
Shaker Heights High School – Tim Mitchell 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

An Unjust Law Is No Law at All:  Civil Rights and the Right to Disobey in the Oberlin- 
          Wellington Rescue 
Hannah Cipinko 
Oberlin High School – Donna Shurr 

 



 

 

 

Website – Junior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Pride and Prejudice:  Jackie Robinson’s Fight for the Right to Play Baseball 
Asim Shakur-DuVall 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

John D. Rockefeller:  The Rights and Responsibilities of Wealth 
Michael Dick 
Saint Barnabas School – Judith Darus 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

Henry Spira:  Taking Responsibility for the Rights of Animals 
Farah Sayad 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
 

Website – Senior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Lighting the Flames of Freedom:  The American Movement to Save Soviet Jewry 
Alan Luntz 
Shaker Heights High School – Cara Gadel 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

The Government’s Responsibility to Protect the Rights of Children 
Caitlin Shoemaker 
Magnificat High School – Diane Visgak 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

Jefferson’s Concept of Inalienable Rights 
Kaitlyn Carleton 
Lutheran High School West – Dave Ressler 

 

Website – Junior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Kindertransport:  The Children Who Were Saved 
Alicia Pedraza, Aubree Nolan, Anna Brandt 
Middleburg Heights Junior High School – Robin Lashley 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Japanese-American Internment—Overstepping Responsibility and Violating Citizens’ Rights 
Crystal Zhau, Ying Ying Yang 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

Uncle Tom’s Cabin:  Exposing the Injustice of Slavery and Revealing the Lack of Rights for  
          Slaves 
Maryum Ali, Anika Rede 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 

Website – Senior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Bad Blood:  The Tuskegee Syphilis Study 
Narayan Sundararajan, Alison Kao, Anav Sood 
Shaker Heights High School – Elizabeth Plautz 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Ludlow:  A Revolution in Grassroots Integration 
Jacob Voyzey, Joshua Podl 
Shaker Heights High School – Tim Mitchell 

 
Third 
Place: 
 

The Treaty of New Echota:  The Demise of a Nation 
Graham Davidson, Justin Wise 
Shaker Heights High School – Tim Mitchell  

 



 

 

Performance – Junior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Flowers Are Better Than Bullets 
Madison Bohacek 
Saint Barnabas School – Judith Darus 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Remembering Auschwitz:  Unprecedented Human Rights Violations by the Nazi Genocide 
Julia Sofia Moreno 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

The Sweet Little Town of Love Canal 
Megan Lewis 
Lawrence School – Patty Sternad 

 
 

Performance – Senior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

The 38
th
 Parallel:  The Rights and Responsibilities of the United States Government’s 

Involvement in the Korean War 
Max Ciccarello 
Saint Edward High School – J. Wallenhorst 

 
 

Performance – Junior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Women Workers in WWII—Taking Responsibility on the Home Front 
Olivia Savona, Abigail McNaughton, Nikhita Kumar 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Shirt, Shoes, White Skin Required:  Euclid Beach Park Riots of 1946 
Shelby Travaglianti, Alexandra Murphy, Leah Iacobucci 
Saint Barnabas School – Judith Darus 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

The First Amendment 
Lisa Habe, Elijah Wiertel, Brian Davis, Bowdan Slabe, Colton Slabe 
Gilmour Academy – Carmen Fantelli 

 
 

Performance – Senior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

The Hull House:  A Safe Haven for Immigrants and Advocate for Women’s Rights 
Ella Shlansky, Alexandra Harris, Willa Alexander-Jaffe 
Shaker Heights High School – Elizabeth Plautz 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Little Rock 9: Passing a “Little” Knowledge 
Autumn Larkin, Emmanuel Brown, Timothy Holston, Bryson Ward, Tray’von McClarity 
Warrensville Heights High School – Desean Washington 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

Rights and Responsibilities of the Seneca Falls Convention 
Becky Marcus, Marisa Hofstetter 
Shaker Heights High School – Sarah Davis 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Documentary – Junior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

The Outer Space Treaty of 1967:  Keeping Outer Space Free of Weapons of Mass  
          Destruction and Establishing Rights to Space 
Amir Issa 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Skokie v. First Amendment Rights 
Michael Kohler 
Shaker Heights Middle School – Michael Sears 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

The Berlin Wall:  A Physical Symbol of Cold War Tensions and a Barrier to Rights 
Favian Bushawi 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 

Documentary – Senior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Killing a Panther:  The FBI’s Plot to Destroy the Black Panther Party 
Amani Hill 
Shaker Heights High School – Tim Mitchell 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

The World Antislaery Convention & the Birth of the Women’s Rights Movement 
Sharmika Prim 
John Adams High School – Gala Gates 

 

Documentary – Junior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

The Cuyahoga River Fire—Awakening the Federal Government to Its Responsibility for  
          Cleaning Up the Nation’s Waterways 
Jack Brancatelli, William Liu, Xianyou Liu 
Birchwood School – Connie Miller 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Destroyer of Worlds:  The Bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
Kyle Work, Nathan LaMantia 
Kirtland Middle School – Heidi Grunenberg 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

Trail of Tears 
Alex Wearer, T. Dylan Aquila, Matthew Knilc 
Kirtland Middle School – Heidi Grunenberg 

 

Documentary – Senior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

From Spark to Inferno:  The Hough Riots of 1966 
Vishwanath Betapudi, Nabhonil Kar, Ian Morrison, Matthew McMillan 
Shaker Heights High School – Tim Mitchell 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

The Pentagon Papers:  Patriotism or Espionage 
Alayna Doeringer, Jack Babet, Thaddeus Barnette 
Christian Community School – Mike Demchak 

 
Third 
Place: 

 

Little Steel Wars:  The Union Strikes Back 
Vincent Prochoroff, Gus Hatch, George Schmidt 
Shaker Heights High School – Terry Pollack, Tim Mitchell 

 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Pentagon Papers:  Battle for the Right to Publish 
Evan Pascarella, Ned Weingart, Jason LaMonico 
Shaker Heights High School – Tim Mitchell 

 
 



 

 

 

Exhibit – Junior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Knowing Your Rights at the Moment You Most Need Them 
Richard L. Jones 
Gilmour Academy – Carmel Fantelli 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Medical Apartheid:  The Tuskegee Syphilis Study 
Mahathi Venkatesh 
Albion Middle School – Erik Green 

 
Third 
Place: 
 

Salem Witch Trials:  Rights of Accused, Responsibilities of Accusers 
Thomas Michael Domanick 
Saint Barnabas School – Kathleen Honsberger 

 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

This Land Is Our Land:  The Creation of the National Park Service 
Daniel Noe 
Saint Barnabas School – Judith Darus 

 
Second 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Having the Right to Choose:  Challenging Baseball’s Reserve Clause 
Peter Breen 
Gilmour Academy – Carmel Fantelli 

 
 

Exhibit – Senior Individual Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Gunless Soldiers 
Amari Thomas 
Shaker Heights High School – Sarah Davis 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Black and White:  Cleveland’s 1963-1964 Attempt at School Desegregation 
Joseph Espel 
Shaker Heights High School – Sarah Davis 

 
Third 
Place: 
 

Kent State Shooting and the Right to Protest 
Juliana Jenkins 
Lutheran High School West – Dave Ressler 

 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Oberlin-Wellington Rescue:  A Time When “Black Men Had No Rights White Men Were  
          Bound to Respect” 
Gabrielle Moorman 
Christian Community School – Mike Demchak 

 
Second  
Honorable 
Mention 

Human Rights Under Fire:  U.S. vs. Miller and the Constitutionality of Federal Firearms  
          Legislation 
Brad Fowler 
Christian Community School – Mike Demchak 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 

Exhibit – Junior Group Division  
First 
Place:  

 

Japanese-American Internment Act of 1942 
Peerawich Sukphanich, Eric Combes, Hussein Alshaikhli, Youssef Salama 
Rocky River Middle School – Frank O’Grady 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Reputation Roulette—Grant & Sherman 
Marc Giovanetti, Matteo Giovanetti 
Saint Barnabas School –Judith Darus 

 
Third 
Place: 
 

Education:  A Fundamental Human Right 
Gianna Velotta, Loghan Slabe 
Gilmour Academy – Carmel Fantelli 

 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Roger Williams’ Impact on Religious Freedom 
Colin Reardon, Robert Novak, Burty Pollock 
Saint Barnabas School –Judith Darus 

 
Second 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Rockefeller:  A Man of Character or Wealth? 
Alise Adornato, Lauren Flowers, Dana Gitiforooz 
Saint Barnabas School – Judith Darus 

 
Third 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

The Code of Hammurabi 
Robin Gaivin, Sam Matonis 
Saint Barnabas School – Judith Darus  

Fourth 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

Dr. Joseph Mengele:  The Responsibility to Heal, Not Harm 
Nathan Speelman, Jackson Carrell 
Saint Barnabas School – Judith Darus 

 
 

Exhibit – Senior Group Division 
First 
Place:  

 

Cherokee Nation v. Georgia:  Shutting the Courthouse Doors to Cherokee Rights 
Ryan Brown, Zachary Kronich 
Christian Community School – Mike Demchak 

 
Second 
Place: 

 

Separation Is Not Equal:  The Greensboro Sit-In 
Mica Jordan, Mikala Mahoney 
Shaker Heights High School – Sarah Davis, Terry Pollack 

 
Third 
Place: 
 

Belle Sherwin and the Women’s Rights Movement 
Stacy Kauntz, Rachel O’Connor 
Lutheran High School West – Dave Ressler 

 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

National Organization for Women:  Stand Up and Fight N.O.W. 
Naomi Gaston, Kayla Latten 
Shaker Heights High School – Tim Mitchell 

 
Second 
Honorable 
Mention: 

 

The Boston Massacre Trial:  Where the Foundation of America Was Laid 
Noah Heidenreich, Jack Johnson 
Christian Community School – Mike Demchak 

 
 


